DMC/DC/F.14/Comp.3702/2/2024/                               

                06th March, 2024                                                     

O R D E R 

The Delhi Medical Council through its Executive Committee examined a complaint of Shri Shashi Kant Saini s/o Virender Singh, Village Bhapur Changamajri, Post Office-Hallomajra, Distt. Haridwar, Uttarakhand-247661, forwarded by Directorate General of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060, in the treatment of complainant’s son Master Arush Saini, resulting in his death on 05.11.2021. 

The Order of the Executive Committee dated 22nd January, 2024 is reproduced herein below:- 
“The Executive Committee of the Delhi Medical Council examined a complaint of Shri Shashi Kant Saini s/o Virender Singh, Village Bhapur Changamajri, Post Office-Hallomajra, Distt. Haridwar, Uttarakhand-247661, forwarded by Directorate General of Health Services, alleging medical negligence on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060, in the treatment of complainant’s son Master Arush Saini (referred hereinafter as the patient), resulting in his death on 05.11.2021. 
The Executive Committee perused the complaint, written statement of Dr. (Brig) Satendra Katoch, Director Medical, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, enclosing therewith written statement of Dr. Anil Sachdev, copy of medical records of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital and other documents submitted therewith.

The Executive Committee noted that Master Arush Saini aged 7 years was admitted in Sir Ganga Ram Hospital Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi in emergency on 17.09.2021 at 4.43 am with complaint of fever, breathing difficulty, abdominal pain and having not passed urine for last 12 hours.  Before this the patient was admitted in a hospital at Roorkee, Uttarakhand, for treatment of post Covid multi system inflammatory syndrome (MIS-C) with low platelets and raised inflammatory markers and was referred for post covid sequelae management. At admission he presented with respiratory failure, ascites, hepatosplenomegaly and hematemesis. He had an episode of seizure also, post seizure he developed de-saturation and apnoea, hence he was intubated and shifted to PICU. The attendants were counseled about the sick condition and poor prognosis.  In PICU, the child had an episode of bradycardia, required CPR with defibrillation. ECG and blood gas showed hyperkalemia. ECHO was suggestive of ejection fraction of 65% with mild LVH and pericardial effusion. Covid antibodies were positive. A diagnosis of Polyserositis with multiple organ failure secondary ? post Covid MISC was made. His scrub typhus IgM was also positive. The child was started on appropriate antibiotics and other supportive treatment in PICU.  Later USG abdomen suggested multiple splenic infarcts and gross ascites. The child had persistent oliguria and hyperkalemia (not responding to medical treatment), so Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRPT) was started in consultation with pediatric nephrology team. The child showed some improvement.  However on day 19 of admission, fever spikes increased, abdominal distension and NG aspirates increased. CT abdomen was suggestive of Chronic splenic erosion into stomach with pneumoperitoneum, hence, surgery was performed by pediatric surgeon.  Child underwent midline laparotomy with splenectomy with partial gastrectomy with cholecystostomy with peritoneal lavage with drainage of collections. Post surgery, he was shifted back to PICU for further management.  In PICU throughout his hospitalization, the child was managed with proper management protocols and appropriate treatment as the child remained critically sick.  On day 43 the child had increasing abdominal distension. X-ray abdomen was suggestive of dilated bowel loops, hence planned for laparotomy to relieve compartment syndrome because of distension. So on day 44, he was taken for laparotomy, findings showed cocooned abdomen with multiple dilated loops. Bowel obstruction was relieved by multiple tube enterostomies and child was shifted back to PICU again.  Later in PICU, the child’s condition remained poor, he was hemodynamically unstable with decompensated shock.  On day 50, the child had cardiac arrest at 4.00 am, CPR was given, was revived but again had cardiac arrest at 8 am and could not be revived, hence declared dead.  
On reviewing the hospital records, it is clear that the child had received reasonable and adequate treatment at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital New Delhi. The parents were counseled regarding the poor condition and grave prognosis of the child was informed from time to time and proper consent for treatment and surgery was also taken. 

In light of the observations made herein-above, it is, therefore, the decision of the Executive Committee that prima-facie no case of negligence is made out on the part of doctors of Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060, in the treatment of complainant’s son Master Arush Saini. 
Complaint stands disposed. “
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The Order of the Executive Committee dated 22nd January 2024 was confirmed by the Delhi Medical Council in its meeting held on 21st February, 2024.
By the Order & in the name of                                                                                                                           Delhi Medical Council
     
                                             


                                      (Dr. Girish Tyagi)

                      


                        
                                                            Secretary

Copy to:

1. Shri Shashi Kant Saini s/o Virender Singh, Village Bhapur Changamajri, Post Office-Hallomajra, Distt. Haridwar, Uttarakhand-247661. 

2. Medical Superintendent, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060

3. Dr. Nitin Kumar, Medical Superintendent Nursing Home, Directorate General of Health Services, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, 3rd Floor, Delhi Government Dispensary Building, S-1, School Block, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092. (w.r.t. No. F.23/239/Comp/Central/DGHS /NHC/2021/4026 dated 18.10.2022).-for information.
4. Shri Dinesh Kumar Gondyan, Deputy Secretary (Council), Govt of NCT of Delhi, Health & Family Welfare Department, 9th Level, Awing, Delhi Secretariat, Delhi-110002. (w.r.t. No. F.192/H&FW/2023/Council/Misc. matter/20 dated 17.01.202024). 
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